
Most of our students are from remote rural areas in South Africa are

where there is very little infrastructure for access. The student

profile of the Unit for Distance Education at the University of

Pretoria's approximately nine and a half thousand students is that

they generally do not have access to computers, the Internet or any

other hard technology. 9% have PC's, less than 1% of them have

access to email, whereas 98% of them have entry level mobile

phones.

The Unit for Distance Education at the University of Pretoria started

using SMS for basic administrative support during 2002 in three

existing teacher training programmes for in-service teachers, of the

Unit for Distance Education. SMS messages of 160 characters are

sent, to each of our learner's own cell phones. Without a huge

capital outlay, we have now begun to attempt to build of the

successes achieved by these administrative SMS through using our

student's existing entry level mobile phones for further learning

interventions in their learning programme.

We are presently piloting a project (for the second time) in one of

our modules in the ACE SNE programme, LPO 402, where we plan

four specific asynchronous academic interventions during the six-

month cycle of this module from April 2005-Oct 2005. These include

all deal with important aspects of the academic content of the

programme. They include: carefully designed instructive messages,

students selected model answers delivered through IVR and

didactically crafted interactive SMS quizzes.
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